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Chemical Corps Regimental Association 
Regimental Punchbowl Ceremony 

 
 
OFFICER # 1: 
 THE ARMY IS STEEPED IN CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS.  ONE OF ITS GREATEST 

TRADITIONS IS TO HONOR THOSE GREAT SOLDIERS WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US AND THE 

THEREFORE THE HISTORY OF OUR REGIMENT.  THESE BRAVE SOLDIERS CAN BE 

HONORED IN MANY WAYS; BUT AT FUNCTIONS SUCH AS THESE WE PARTICIPATE IN 

TONIGHT, THERE EXISTS A SOLEMN RITUAL THAT HAS GROWN THROUGHOUT THE YEARS 

AND CONTINUES TO GROW AS TIME GOES ON.  THE RITUAL IS THE MAKING OF THE 

REGIMENTAL PUNCH.  THIS TRADITION HONORS THE DEEDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS, 

INDEED THE VERY HEART OF OUR PAST BY ADDING A BEVERAGE FROM EACH MAJOR 

BATTLE, CAMPAIGN, AND MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENT THE REGIMENT HAS PARTICIPATED IN 

SINCE ITS CONCEPTION. 

NAME OF SENIOR OFFICER, WITH YOUR PERMISSION, WE WILL PREPARE THE 

CHEMICAL CORPS REGIMENTAL PUNCH FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF THE ASSEMBLED MESS. 

 

SENIOR OFFICER: 
 YOU MAY PREPARE THE REGIMENTAL PUNCH. 

 

OFFICER # 1 
 EVERY MILITARY REGIMENT IS CONCEIVED, THEN GESTATES, AND MATURES.  

THE CHEMICAL CORPS’ CONCEPTION WAS FORGED IN A HARD TIME, A DANGEROUS TIME, 



WHEN OUR NATION DISCOVERED IT WASN'T PREPARED.  THE ENTIRE WORLD HAD 

PLUNGED INTO MORTAL COMBAT AND NOW OUR YOUNG NAIVE NATION JOINED IN THE 

FRAY OF WORLD WAR I, AND A NEW TYPE OF WARFARE, GAS WARFARE!  CHLORINE, 

PHOSGENE, AND A NEW LIQUID CALLED MUSTARD WERE BEING USED IN EUROPE. THE 

UNITED STATES WAS TO SUPPORT ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND OTHER ALLIED NATIONS 

AGAINST THE AXIS POWERS.  TO MEET THE CHALLENGE OF THIS NEW TYPE OF WARFARE 

THE NATION CONCEIVED THE 30TH ENGINEER REGIMENT  (GAS AND FLAME), LATTER TO 

BE RENAMED THE FIRST GAS REGIMENT.  IT WAS ESTABLISHED AT CAMP AMERICAN 

UNIVERSITY IN WASHINGTON D.C. IN THE SUMMER OF 1917.    IN HONOR OF OUR 

CONCEPTION AND BIRTH WE ESTABLISH THE BASE OF OUR PUNCH.  THE BASE MUST BE 

STRONG AND WORTHY OF OUR NOBLE BEGINNINGS.  WE THEREFORE START WITH A FINE 

AMERICAN BOURBON SIPPING WHISKEY, A BEVERAGE ONLY MADE IN THE UNITED 

STATES.    

 

OFFICER # 2: 
"UNDER THE POWERS GIVEN TO ME UNDER THE OVERMAN ACT OF MAY 20, 1917, I 

HEREBY CONSTITUE AND ESTABLISH A NEW AND SEPARATE BRANCH OF THE NATIONAL 

ARMY.  THIS BRANCH WILL HAVE AS ITS CHARTER THE CONTROL OF ALL ACTIVITIES 

PERTAINING TO CHEMICAL WARFARE.  THIS NEW BRANCH WILL BE TITLED THE CHEMICAL 

WARFARE SERVICE AND I DESIGNATE MG WILLIAM L. SIBERT, FORMERLY COMMANDER 

OF THE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION, AS ITS CHIEF."      PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON, 28 

JUNE 1918. 

 

OFFICER # 1: 
UPON ITS ARRIVAL IN EUROPE WITH THE AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, THE 1ST 

GAS REGIMENT WAS ILL EQUIPPED AND UNTRAINED.  THE BRITISH SPECIAL BRIGADE 

BROUGHT THIS FLEDGLING UNIT UNDER ITS WING; NURTURING, TRAINING, AND FORMING 

IT INTO A HEADSTRONG CHILD THAT WANTED TO PROVIDE THE BEST COMBAT SUPPORT IT 

COULD FOR AMERICAN COMMANDERS WHO EVEN THEN DID NOT TOTALLY APPRECIATE 

US FOR WHAT WE WERE AND WHAT WE COULD DO FOR THEM.  IN HONOR OF THIS 

MATURATION PROCESS WITH THE BRITISH ARMY, WE ADD AN APPROPRIATE BEVERAGE 



THAT IS WELL KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE FORMER EMPIRE WHERE THE SUN NEVER SET.  

WE ADD A BOTTLE OF ENGLISH GIN.   

 

OFFICER # 2: 
"WHEN THE AMERICAN ARMY ARRIVED IN FRANCE ALL THE IMPORTANT GASES AND THE 

PRINCIPAL MEANS FOR PROJECTING THEM HAD ALREADY BEEN DEVISED.  BASIC GAS 

DEFENSE DOCTRINE, AS WELL AS, INDIVIUAL AND COLLECTIVE PROTECTIVE MEASURES 

AGAINST GAS ATTACK HAD BECOME FAIRLY WELL ESTABLISHED AND STANDARDIZED.   

(YET THE AMERICAN ARMY) . . . WAS UNDERSTANDABLY RELUCTANT TO USE A WEAPON 

WHOLLY NEW TO ITS TRADITION AND EXPERIENCE AND WAS ENCOURAGED IN ITS 

RELUCTANCE BY THE INITIAL DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING ANY QUANTITY OF GAS SHELLS 

FROM THE FRENCH.  BUT THE ARMY DISCOVERED BY EXPERIENCE THAT GAS COULD 

ONLY BE COUNTERED BY GAS, AND THROUH SHEER NECESSITY LEARNED TO USE IT." 

REXMON C. COCHRANE, HISTORIAN FOR THE CHIEF CHEMICAL OFFICER, 1958 

 

OFFICER # 1: 
WORLD WAR I WAS FOUGHT ON FRENCH SOIL; THE CAMPAIGNS THE REGIMENT FOUGHT 

IN HAVE FRENCH NAMES SUCH AS LORRAINE, AISNE-MARNE, ST MIHIEL, AND MEUSE-

ARRGONNE; AND THE FIRST TOXIC CHEMICAL FIRE MISSION THE REGIMENT FIRED WAS 

FOR THE FRENCH ARMY.  NEARLY SIX HUNDRED MEMBERS OF THE REGIMENT LOST 

THEIR LIVES ON FRENCH SOIL.  IN HONOR OF OUR VERY CLOSE TIES WITH THE FRENCH 

AND OUR COMRADES WHO MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE ON FRENCH SOIL, WE 

REVERENTLY ADD A BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE.   

 

OFFICER # 2: 
"IN THE BRIEF TIME IT WAS DEPLOYED, THE 1ST GAS REGIMENT NEVER MATCHED THE 

SOPHISTICATION OF THE BRITISH SPECIAL BRIGADE, BUT, THE REGIMENT MADE 

SUPERHUMAN EFFORTS TO MEET ARMY EXPEDITIONARY FORCE’S NEEDS AND MOVED 

THEIR STOKES MORTARS WITH ADVANCING INFANTRY RATHER THAN REMAIN IN THE 

TRENCHES, AS THE BRITISH DID.   WHILE TEMPORARILY ATTACHED TO THE XXXII 

FRENCH CORPS, THE REGIMENT CONDUCTED ITS FIRST INDEPENDENT OPERATION.  AT 



2230, SEVEN HUNDRED 8-INCH LIVENS PROJECTORS, EMPLACED THE NIGHT BEFORE 

AND LOADED WITH SIXTY-POUND DRUMS OF PHOSGENE, WERE FIRED AT TWO TARGETS 

LOCATED 1,500 METERS AWAY."  

MAJ(P) CHARLES E. HELLER, LEAVENWORTH PAPER NO. 10, 1984 

 

OFFICER # 1: 
THE WAR TO END ALL WARS DIDN’T AND THE WORLD AGAIN FOUND ITSELF IN CONFLICT 

WITH THE SAME AXIS POWERS.  THE NATION AGAIN HAD TO CALL UPON ITS YOUNG MEN 

AND WOMEN.  IT ALSO NEEDED THE SERVICES OF THE REGIMENT, WHICH BETWEEN 

THE WARS HAD BECOME A TRUE BRANCH IN THE ARMY.  CHEMICAL UNITS WERE FOUND 

ON ALL FRONTS IN DIRECT COMBAT SUPPORT ROLES.   BETWEEN THE WARS, AMERICA 

HAD RESOLVED TO DETER THE USE OF CEMICAL WEAPONS, SO THE CHEMICAL CORPS 

DEVELOPED ITS OWN WEAPON SYSTEM, THE 4.2 INCH MORTAR TO DELEVER AN ARSENAL 

OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS UPON ANY ENEMY WHO DARED USE THEM ON U.S. SOLDIERS.  

THE EUROPEAN THEATER SAW THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FIRST MECHANICAL SMOKE 

GENERATORS AND THE FIRST USE OF INDENDIARY DIVICES TO ATTACK VITAL ENEMY 

INSTALLATIONS. IN HONOR OF OUR REGIMENT’S SERVICE IN THE EUROPEAN THEATER OF 

OPERATIONS, WE ADD A BOTTLE OF BRANDY.   

 

OFFICER # 2 
"THE 4.2 CHEMICAL MORTARS ARE MARVELOUS WEAPONS.  AFTER WE HAD A PLATOON 

ATTACHED TO THE BATTALION, I WAS SCARED TO DEATH THEY WOULD TAKE THEM AWAY 

FROM US AND ATTACH THEM TO SOME OTHER OUTFIT; THE DEMAND FOR THEM WAS SO 

GREAT.  THE GERMANS WERE DEATHLY AFRAID OF THEM AND THE PRISONERS TOLD US 

THAT THEY THOUGHT THEY WERE SOME KIND OF NEW SECRET WEAPON LIKE AN 

AUTOMATIC CANNON, BECAUSE THEY HAD SUCH TREMENDOUS EFFECT AND COULD BE 

FIRED SO RAPIDLY.  I DO NOT RECOMMEND THAT THEY BE MADE ORGANIC IN THE 

INFANTRY.  I MUCH PREFER THAT WE HAVE ATTACHED CHEMICAL TROOPS LIKE WE HAD 

IN SICILY.  THEIR COOPERATION AND PROFICIENCY WAS ALL ANYONE COULD ASK FOR.  

WE SHALL ALWAYS WANT A PLATOON ATTACHED TO US, AND WE THINK THAT THE BEST 

RESULTS ARE OBTAINED BY COOPERATIVE, ATTACHED UNITS LIKE WE HAD.  WITHOUT 



EXAGERATION, I WOULD SAY THE 4.2 IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE SINGLE WEAPON USED IN 

SUPPORT OF INFANTRY I HAVE EVER SEEN.  WE HAVE YET TO SEE AN ENEMY POSITION 

THAT WAS TENABLE WHEN WE FIRED ON IT WITH WP AND HE FROM THIS MORTAR.  THEY 

CAN REACH INTO ALMOST PERFECTLY DEFILADED POSITIONS, AND THEIR EFFECT IS 

DEVASTATING. . ." 

LTC PATTERSON, COMMANDER, 3RD BATTALION, 180TH INFANTRY REGIMENT,  

 
OFFICER # 1 

IN THE PACIFIC, U.S. SOLDIERS AND MARINES FOUND THEMSELVES FACING A 

DETERMINED ENEMY THAT FOUGHT FROM VAST NETWORKS OF DEFENSIVE POSITIONS ON 

EACH ISLAND THEY LANDED.  TO EXPEL THIS ENEMY, THE CHEMICAL CORPS INTORDUCED 

THE FLAME THROWER AND FLAME OPERATIONS; PROVIDING AMERICAN FORCES THE 

TACTICAL ADVANTAGE TO SECURE THE PACIFIC. THE REGIMENT ALSO PROVIDED 

CHEMICAL SERVICE COMPANIES IN THE PACIFIC THAT OVERWATCHED THE CHEMICAL 

MUNITIONS BEING TRANSPORTED FROM ISLAND TO ISLAND.  WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT 

THE US WOULDN’T USE ITS CHEMICAL ARSENAL, THESE TROOPS PROVIDED SHOWERS 

AND DURING THE LEYTE GULF CAMPAIGN AND THE LIBERATION OF THE PHILIPPINES 

THEY ACTUALLY FOUGHT AS INFANTRY.  TO COMMEMORATE OUR SERVICE IN THE 

PACIFIC THEATER OF OPERATIONS WE THE JUICE OF A PINEAPPLE AND THE MILK OF A 

COCONUT.   

 

OFFICER # 2:  
“THE GAS ATTACKS OF WORLD WAR I DID NOT RECUR, BUT THE CHEMICAL WARFARE 

SERVICE WAS IN THE POSITION OF BEING READY FOR A TYPE OF WAR THAT DID NOT 

HAPPEN.  THUS THE CWS, THE ONY TECHICAL SERVICE HAVING COMBAT TROOPS 

ARMED WITH WEAPONS IT HAD SPECIFICALLY PROVIDED FOR ITSELF, WAS FORCED TO 

SHOW ITS FLEXIBILITY.  THE SERVICE SOUGHT TO FULFILL ITS SUPPORTING ROLE WITH 

SMOKE, FLAME AND INCENDIARIES’ WITH 4.2-INCH MORTAR AND FLAME THROWER; AND 

HAVING NO GAS TO CONTEND WITH, ITS DECONTAMINATION COMPANIES PROVIDED 

FRONT-LINE TROOPS WITH THE MEANS FOR SIMPLE PHYSICAL CLEANLINESS.  .  .  THE 

FLEXIBILITY AND INGENUITY DEMANDED OF CHEMICAL TROOPS IN WORLD WAR II.  .  .  



ARE, OF COURSE, QUALITIES THAT MILITARY MEN HAVE AND WILL ALWAYS FIND 

ESSENTIAL.”   

BG HAL C. PATTISON, CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1965. 

 

OFFICER # 1: 
WORLD WAR II MARKED THE END OF ONE ERA AND BEGAN ANOTHER.  THE NUCLEAR 

ERA AND WITH IT THE COLD WAR BROUGHT NEW CONCEPTS TO WARFIGHTING AND NEW 

MISSIONS TO THE CHEMICAL CORPS.  NO ONE EXPECTED TO FIGHT IN KOREA, BUT IT 

HAPPENED AND THE CHEMICAL CORPS WAS CALLED ON AGAIN.  THE MOUNTAINOUS 

TERRAIN OF KOREA REQUIRED THE ABILITIES OF THE 4.2 MORTAR AND THE SCREENING 

CAPABILITIES OF THE MECHANICAL SMOKE GENERATOR.  CHEMICAL SOLDIERS PROVIDED 

CONTINUOUS SUPPORT FOR UN FORCES FROM THE PUSAN PERIMETER TO THE YALU 

AND BACK TO THE 38TH PARALLEL.  ONE OF THE CORPS’ UNITS SPENT MORE TIME IN 

THE LINE THAN ANY COMBAT UNIT DURING THE DEFENSE OF THE PUSAN PERIMETER.  IN 

HONOR OF OUR HEROIC SERVICE IN THE KOREAN WAR WE ADD SOJU, THE DRINK OF 

THE KOREAN PEOPLE.   

 

OFFICER # 2: 
"WE ARE FIGHTING MOSTLY AGAINST THE CHINESE NOW, AS THE NORTH KOREAN UNITS 

ARE BROKEN BADLY. . . THESE CHINESE ARE WELL EQUIPPED WITH SMALL ARMS, 

AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, AND MORTARS.  THE CHINESE USUALLY ATTACK DOWN DRAWS 

AND BOTTOMS, AND N COVERING THESE APPROACHES OUR MORTARS HAVE DONE THEIR 

BEST WORK.  THE CHINESE TAKE TERRIFIC LOSSES, BUT THEY KEEP ON COMING.  OUR 

MORTAR MEN GET INTO FREQUENT SMALL-ARMS FIGHTS."  - - 13 NOV 1950 

 

"I FEEL VERY STRONGLY THAT IF THE CHEMICAL CORPS IS TO CONTINUE TO HAVE 

CHEMICAL MORTAR BATTALIONS, IT SHOULD PROCURE AND TRAIN THE CORRECT TYPE 

OF COMBAT OFFICER FOR THIS DUTY.  I WOULD NOT GIVE A TINKER'S DAMN IF SUCH AN 

OFFICER DID NOT KNOW ONE END OF A TEST TUBE FROM ANOTHER, BUT I WOULD INSIST 

THAT HE HAVE A THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF INFANTRY ORGANIZATION, TACTICS, AND 



WEAPONS.  I WOULD NOT CARE ABOUT A COLLEGE DEGREE IF THE OFFICER HAD THE 

WILL TO FIGHT."  --31 DEC 1950. 

 

LETTERS FROM LTC EDGAR V.H. BELL, COMMANDER, 2D CHEMICAL MORTAR 

BATTALION TO MG E.F. BULLENE, CHIEF CHEMICAL OFFICER, U.S. ARMY 

 

OFFICER # 1: 
THE 60'S AND 70'S FOUND AMERICAN FORCES DEEP WITHIN THE TROPICAL INTERIORS 

OF VIETNAM.  THERE, CHEMICAL SOLDIERS PLANNED AND EXECUTED AERIAL 

DEFOLIATION MISSIONS AND USED CS GAS TO ROUT AN OFTEN ELUSIVE AND 

UNIDENTIFIABLE ENEMY FROM TUNNELS AND FORESTS IN THE STEAMING, DARK JUNGLE.  

VIETNAM SAW THE LARGE-SCALE USE OF FLAME FIELD EXPEDIENTS AND EXPLOSIVE 

DEVICES TO PROTECT AMERICAN MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.  TO COMMEMORATE THE 

CORPS' ROLE IN VIETNAM, WE CHOOSE THE SOLDIER'S FAVORITE - BUDWEISER.   

OFFICER # 2: 
“OUR EQUIPMENT WAS A .45 PISTOL, JUNGLE FATIGUES AND BOOTS, A 

FLOPPY HAT, A FLASHLIGHT, A KNIFE, CS PROTECTIVE MASK, AND A 

GRAPPLING HOOK AND PARACHUTE CORD. THE CORD AND HOOK WERE 

USED TO MOVE EQUIPMENT WE FOUND TO INSURE IT WASN’T 

BOOBYTRAPPED. COMING OUT OF THE TUNNEL WAS DANGEROUS, TOO. 

A LITTLE GUY STRIPPED TO THE WAIST AND COVERED IN DIRT COULD 

EASILY BE MISTAKEN FOR A VC AND SHOT BY HIS OWN SIDE. WE TOOK 

TO WHISTLING “DIXIE” AS WE EMERGED JUST TO LET THE TROOPS ON 

THE SURFACE KNOW WE WERE ON THEIR SIDE. WE DIDN’T THINK THE 

VC COULD WHISTLE “DIXIE.” EXPLORING TUNNELS IN VIETNAM WAS 

DIRTY BUSINESS, BUT WHEN WE WALKED THROUGH THE FRONT GATE 

[BACK AT BASE CAMP] WE WERE ALWAYS LOOKING GOOD LIKE GOOD 

DRAGON SOLDIERS, STANDING TALL.” 

- MSGT LOUIS MORRISON, 28 JULY 1968 



OFFICER # 1: 
A CHANGING POLITICAL CLIMATE AND DECLINING PERCEPTION OF THE THREAT AFTER 

VIETNAM LED TO A DECISION IN MARCH OF 1973 TO DISESTABLISH THE CHEMICAL 

CORPS AS A BRANCH OF THE ARMY. BUT BEFORE THE ACTION WAS COMPLETED, 

RECOGNITION OF THE GROWING GLOBAL CHEMICAL THREAT CAUSED ITS REVERSAL. THE 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE 1973 WAR BETWEEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT REVEALED THE 

EMPHASIS THE SOVIET UNION HAD PLACED ON CHEMICAL WARFARE AND UNITED STATES 

REMEMBERED WHAT BLACK JACK PERSHING SAID AT THE CLOSE OF WORLD WAR I.  HE 

HAD SAID, "WHETHER OR NOT GAS WILL BE EMPLOYED IN FUTURE WARS IS A MATTER OF 

CONJECTURE, BUT THE EFFECT IS SO DEADLY TO THE UNPREPARED THAT WE CAN NEVER 

AFFORD TO NEGLECT THE QUESTION."  THE ARMY RE-EVALUATED THE UNITED STATES' 

CHEMICAL POSTURE AND CAPABILITIES.  AS A RESULT, IN 1976, THE SECRETARY OF THE 

ARMY WITHDREW HIS EARLIER RECOMMENDATION TO DISESTABLISH THE CHEMICAL 

CORPS AND IN JULY OF THAT SAME YEAR, THE ARMY'S CHIEF OF STAFF AUTHORIZED 

THE RESUMPTION OF COMMISSIONING OFFICERS IN THE CHEMICAL CORPS.  TO HONOR 

THIS OCCASION, WE ADD A BOTTLE OF JEREMIAH WEED, THE OFFICIAL LIQUEUR OF THE 

REGIMENT TO THE PUNCH.    

 

OFFICER # 2: 
"IT IS ALMOST A PUBLIC ADMISSION BY THE ARMY THAT THEY MADE A MISTAKE WHEN 

THEY INACTIVATED IT AND NOW THEY ARE ACTIVATING IT AGAIN.  IN THE EARLY 1970S, 

THE ARMY MADE A HISTORIC MISTAKE WHEN SOME OF THE DO-GOODER POLITICIANS 

DECIDED WE COULD DO AWAY WITH CHEMICAL WARFARE BY INACTIVATING UNITS.  WE 

FOUND THAT IS NOT THE CASE.  WE NEED CHEMICAL DECONTAMINATION SPECIALISTS; 

WE NEED SMOKE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS; THIS MOMENT OF ACTIVATION TODAY 

SIGNIFIES THAT THE ARMY REALIZES THAT.  " 

COL WILLIAM T MCLEAN, COMMANDER, 13 SUPCOM, 1 SEP 1981 ON THE 

OCCASION OF THE ACTIVATION OF THE 2D CHEMICAL BATTALION 

 
 
 



OFFICER # 1: 
THE REGIMENT WAS AGAIN CALLED UPON TO SERVE THE NATION IN DESERT SHIELD AND 

DESERT STORM.  IT WAS AT THE VERY "POINT OF THE SPEAR" AS THE UNITED STATES 

BEGAN GROUND OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS TO LIBERATE KUWAIT.  ELEMENTS OF THE 

REGIMENT WERE AT THE BREACH WITH THE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION AHEAD OF THE 

COMBAT FORCES PROVIDING SMOKE, DECON, AND RECON SUPPORT; MULTIPLYING THE 

'BIG RED ONE'S" COMBAT POWER.  OTHERS WERE WITH THE 3D ARMORED DIVISION AS 

IT TOOK PART IN THE EXPLOITATION TO DESTROY THE REPUBLICAN GUARD DIVISIONS.  

OTHERS WERE WITH THE SCREAMING EAGLES AS THEY TO VENERATE THE MEMBERS OF 

THE BATTALION WHO FOUGHT IN THOSE OPERATIONS AND TO SHARE IN THEIR 

EXPERIENCE, WE ADD A BOTTLE OF THE WATER.   

 

OFFICER # 2: 
"ALL WE COULD DO WAS ASSUME THE WORST.  WE DIDN'T HAVE TIME TO BE SCARED FOR 

OURSELVES; WE WERE TOO CONCERNED ABOUT OUR 100-PLUS SOLDIERS.  

EVERYTHING WAS SO FAST AND FURIOUS AT THE TIME, AND THE TANKS WERE MOVING 

FAST.  THE SOLDIERS ENDED UP PROCESSING OVER 500 POWS.   

CPT Brian Butler, Commander 46th Chemical Co, at the close of the War 

 

OFFICER # 1: 

AFTER 11 SEPTEMBER 2001, THE UNITED STATES WAS PLUNGED INTO WHAT SOME ARE  

NOW CALLING WORLD WAR III.  AMERICA’S JOINT MILITARY MIGHT BEGAN IT’S GLOBAL 

WAR ON TERRORISM BY TAKING THE FIGHT TO THE VERY INDIVIDUALS THAT STARTED IT 

IN AFGHANISTAN AND THEN TO IRAQ TO LIBERATE IT’S PEOPLE AND STEM THE GROWING 

TIDE OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION PROLIFERATION.  THE REGIMENT’S 

INVOLVEMENT HAS BEEN ONE THE KEYS TO OUR SUCCESSES AFGANISTAN, IRAQ, OTHER 

ACTIONS RELATED TO THIS GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM, THE PROTECTION OF OUR 

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, AND THE PROTECTION OF THE POPULACE OF THIS GREAT 

NATION.  TO HONOR OUR ACTIONS TO DATE IN THIS CRUSADE, WE ADD A CUP OF STRONG 

MIDDLE EASTERN TEA.   



OFFICER # 2: 

“THE CORPS’ CHEMICAL BATTALION WAS SUPERBLY PREPARED TO RESPOND TO 

RESPOND TO THE NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL THREAT THAT NEVER 

MATERIALIZED.  ALTHOUGH NOT CALLED UPON TO OPERATE IN THEIR TRADITIONAL 

MISSION PROFILE, THE “DRAGON SOLDIERS” BECAME THE UNIT OF CHOIICE FOR NO LOSS 

CRITICAL MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE CORPS.  FROM COMMAND AND CONTROL OF 

THE 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION (MECHANIZED) HET UPLOAD TO ESCORTING CONVOYS, TO 

ESTABLISHING A COMPREHENSIVE OUTREACH (PROGRAM) TO THE IRAQI COMMUNITY.  

THIS UNIT ALWAYS STEPPED FORWARD WITH THE LEADERSHIP, ORGANIZATION AND 

DISCIPLINE TO ACCOMPLISH THE MISSION.  IN EVERY TASK, THE “DRAGON SOLDIERS” 

REFLECTED A POSITIVE AND COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE THAT ENSURED SUCCESS.  BG 

CHARLES FLETCHER, COMMANDER 3D COSCOM, 2003. 

OFFICER # 1: 
[ADDRESS THE SENIOR OFFICER], THE PUNCH IS NEARLY COMPLETE, YET NOT QUITE.  IT 

CONTAINS TOKENS OF THE PAST, BUT LACKS THE INGREDIENTS THAT MAKE OUR CORPS 

AND OUR SOLDIERS UNIQUE - THE ELEMENTS OF THE BATTLEFIELD.   

 

TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO HAVE PRECEDED US AND TO HONOR THOSE WHO 

REPRESENT THE CORPS TODAY, WE MUST ADD THE FINISHING TOUCHES TO THE SACRED 

PUNCH. 

 

THE DRAGON'S FIRE REMAINS THE MOST INTIMIDATING WEAPON ON THE BATTLEFIELD.  A 

TOUCH OF FLAME TO LIGHT THE WAY . . .  (ADD TABASCO) 

THE DRAGON'S BREATH GIVES THE MANEUVER FORCE THE DECISIVE EDGE.  SMOKE 

HIDES AND DECEIVES, IT TEASES AND TAUNTS.  A SMATTERING OF FOG OIL TO FUEL THE 

FIGHT . . .  (ADD KARO SYRUP) 

 

WATER AND ASH NEUTRALIZE THE EFFECTS OF THE POISONS OF WAR.  DILIGENT AND 

DETERMINED, DECON KEEPS THE KILLERS IN THE FIGHT.  A TOKEN BIT OF STB TO 

ENSURE PURITY . . .  (ADD POWDERED SUGAR) 



[ADDRESS THE SENIOR OFFICER], SIR THE ELEMENTS ARE PRESENT AND IN THE 

CORRECT PROPORTIONS.  THE PUNCH IS NOW COMPLETE AND READY FOR 

CONSUMPTIONS. 
 


